
18th ANNUAL

RAILROAD HISTORY SYMPOSIUM
SATURDAY, April 11, 2026

Al. Ringling Theater, 136 4th Avenue, Baraboo, Wisconsin 53913

9:00 am Doors Open for Check-in and Social Hour, Company Store Open (coffee and rolls served)
10:00 am Presentations Begin (see reverse side for details)
12:00 noon Box Lunch in Theater (please select your menu choice on registration form below)
12:30 pm Annual Report on LSRHA and “Best of LSRHA” Program
1:00 pm Presentations Resume (see reverse side for details)
2:45 pm Break, Company Store Still Open (coffee and desserts served)
3:00 pm Presentations Resume (see reverse side for details)
5:00 pm Doors Close, Optional Baraboo Town Square Bar Crawl for after-event celebration!
7:00 pm Symposium Concludes, Thank You for Your Support!

Program Details On Reverse Side

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  RESERVATION FORM  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

LSRHA Member(s)/Spouse(s) Attending: ______ @ $50 each for a Total of: $___________
Non-member(s) Attending: ______ @ $60 each for a Total of: $__________

       Yes, I/we plan to attend the Friday evening dinner at the Driftless Glen (check box at left)

Not a member? Join now to receive the member discount above (check one):
___ Associate ($30/yr)    ___ Sustaining Association ($100/yr)    ___ Benefator ($250/yr)    ___ Patron ($500/yr)

(Please include your full name, mailing address, and phone number if joining as a new member at this time)

Please Select Box Lunch Menu preferences (select one for each attendee):
___ Roast Beef/Cheddar on Brioche ___ Turkey Club on Multigrain ___ Tuna Salad on Croissant

Attendee’s Name(s) for check-in at registration: ___________________________________________

Send Reservation Form with payment (MUST be received by April 7, 2026) with check or money order
payable to: LSRHA, 330 Lynn Street, Baraboo, WI 53913. Payment may also be made at our web site
www.lsrha.org by clicking on the Symposium link, or with PayPal (please add 3% convenience fee) to:
lakestatesarchive@gmail.com. No cancellations/refunds after March 26, 2026.

Join us for our annual social gathering and history presentation event where like-minded individuals
can share experiences, learn new history, and enjoy excellent visual programming of railroading-related
subjects and great food. Event includes a catered box lunch, door prizes, and access to the “Company
store,” a fund raiser featuring books, magazines, and other surplus items from Lake States archives.



2026 Railroad History Symposium Program

OUR VENUE: We will again be at the Al. Ringling theatre in
downtown Baraboo. Dubbed “American’s Prettiest Playhouse,”
it was built in 1915 by Albert Ringling, of circus fame. The
Ringling Brothers’ circus wintered at Baraboo at the time. The
Ringling is located just north of the Sauk County Courthouse at:

136 4th Avenue, Baraboo, WI 53913

— The main floor of the auditorium is ADA accessible
— No photography allowed inside the theater
— No outside food or beverage is allowed in the theater
— LSRHA will provide beverages for the box lunches
— Coffee/snacks will be provided during the afternoon break

More information on the Al. Ringling may be found at:
www.alringling.org

Street parking is available around the courthouse square and
also within walking distance at public parking lots located at the
following addresses:

— Behind Sauk County West Square: 505 Broadway Street
— Public Lot (off street): 126 5th Avenue
— Behind the Public Library: 224 5th Avenue

FRIDAY OPEN HOUSE: For those of you arriving in Baraboo
the day before the Symposium, the LSRHA Archive building will
be open and available for tours from 9am until 5pm on Friday,
April 10. Our building is located at 330 Lynn Street in Baraboo,
across the street from Circus World’s own library/archive. Our
front office and library will be open for browsing. We also have
many surplus books and magazines for sale that you may peruse
(many of these will not be available at the “company store” on
Saturday due to limited space at the Al. Ringling). We will offer
tours in the archive warehouse in groups of 4-6 people at a time on
a first-come first-served basis as time allows.

FRIDAY EVENING DINNER: If you wish to join us for evening
dinner, we will have a dining room reserved at the Driftless Glen
Distillery, 300 Water Street, Baraboo, less than 5 minutes from
our building. We will plan to be seated beginning at 6:00pm, to
order off their menu of fine cuisine at diner’s own expense. If you
desire a pre-dinner cocktail, we’ll be at their bar by 5:30pm for a
social half-hour. If you wish to join us for dinner, please check the
box on the reservation form. We must receive notice no later than
Friday, April 3 to allow Driftless Glen to reserve enough room for
our group. See you in Baraboo!

HOTEL DISCOUNT RATE: If you plan on staying overnight in
Baraboo, Lake States has arranged for a limited number of rooms
at a discounted rate at the Fairfield Inn & Suites, 932 Gateway
Drive, Baraboo, WI. When making reservation by phone (608)
581-5299, mention Lake States Railway Historical Association.

Don L. Hofsommer: “My Minneapolis & St. Louis”
Respected and prolific railroad historian Hofsommer is author
of many books on railroad history. The M&StL holds a special
place in his heart since he grew up along the road, worked a
summer on their track gangs, and authored two books on it.
Don will present his reminisces and many fascinating photos of
this long gone railroad.

David P. Oroszi: “My Railfan Life”
Railroad enthusiast, historian, photographer, and Summerail
founder David P. Oroszi began taking railroad photos in 1967. He
has co-authored several books, often focusing on regional lines
and historical eras. Dave will discuss his “railfan life” and lifetime
journey as a photographer and author and include some of his
favorite photos taken in nearly 60 years of railfan photography.

David Schauer: “Rail & Sail Connections in the Twin Ports”
Well known for his intimate knowledge of Northeastern
Minnesota railroading and his photography, he’s increasingly
recognized for his work documenting Twin Ports shipping and
the boats that ply the Great Lakes, with an emphasis on drone
photography. Dave will feature images of various docks located
along the western shore of Lake Superior and relate how
railroads and vessels serve those facilities.

Eric Hendrickson: “Managing Unique Projects on Class I Rails”
Eric has led special projects on both CSX and Norfolk Southern,
convincing often reluctant executives the value in increasing
railroads’ visibility to the public. He has worked for the Soo

Line, CP, Amtrak, and CSX, eventually moving to NS in St.
Augustine, Fla. Eric will discuss some of the projects he worked
on in the past, how he’s worked with those in the C-suite, and
what the future might hold with a merger between UP and NS.

Kelly Lynch: “Ft. Wayne Railroad Faces the Future”
Kelly Lynch, Executive Director of the Fort Wayne Railroad
Historical Society, will tell us about the upcoming restoration of
New York Central 4-8-2 No. 3001 to operation. Kelly has been
active at FWRHS for over 20 years and has worked for dozens
of railroads, non-profits, museums, and institutions. He has
recently served as a movie train advisor for television and film.

Bill & Marshall Beecher: “A Journey in RR Photography”
Brothers Marshall and William (Bill) Beecher are widely known
for their inventive railroad photography and extraordinary
video and visual presentations. Both have railroad careers under
their belt and are regular contributors to railway publications
such as Trains and Railway Age. The brothers will discuss “How
they do it” and show examples of their varied and innovative
work.

Ray Buhrmaster: “A Scholar and A Gentleman Odyssey”
One of the original founders of Lake States in 2006, the
legendary Ray Buhrmaster was well known in the rail history
community. His photographic collections have been donated to
Lake States where we will continue work to digitize these
priceless images for future generations to enjoy. This multi-
media presentation will showcase Ray’s memorable color work.


